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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. INFORMED JEWISH LIVING.
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PRINCIPAL AND DIRECTOR OF JEWISH STUDIES

Akiva School, located in Nashville, Tennessee has an opening for an energetic, creative, and skillful
educator to join an incredible team of dynamic teachers. Akiva School is a Kindergarten through 6th
grade school committed to providing opportunities to learn about, analyze, and develop their identity
as Jews and Americans in the world. Akiva is dedicated to academic excellence in both General and
Judaic Studies.

The Principal and Director of Jewish Studies will be an energetic and skillful educator with a strong
knowledge of pedagogy and instructional leadership, Jewish Studies, teaching experience, and a
desire to teach Judaism to children and families who truly want to learn. This position will report to
the Head of School.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

Jewish Studies Leadership & Instruction
e Supervise and lead holiday and religious observances, including daily tefillah and
maintaining the school’s inclusive community, respecting all levels of observance.
e Teach Judaic Studies classes for students in grades K-6, incorporating multiple
perspectives in an open and inclusive space.
e Oversee the selection, acquisition, and implementation of Jewish Studies curricula and
materials, ensuring alignment with curricular needs and budget considerations.
e Continually oversee implementation and revision of grade-level benchmarks for the
Judaic Studies curriculum.
Provide mentorship, support, and professional development for Jewish Studies faculty.
Act as a liaison between parents and teachers to support student learning and
engagement.
School Administration (Principal)
e Serve on the Operations Team to design, plan, and execute the Akiva Strategic Plan,
including curriculum alignment, faculty development, and future initiatives.
Use data analysis to inform strategic decision-making and improve school programs.
Provide input on school operations, policies, and procedures to enhance overall
effectiveness.



e Work with the Education and Learning Support Teams, and parents, to identify and
implement student interventions, including tutoring, speech referrals, and individualized
learning plans.

e Support the integration of differentiated instruction and research-based best practices for
diverse learning profiles.

e Collaborate with faculty (Judaic and General Studies) to develop and implement
professional development aligned with the Strategic Plan.

e Be a member of the team to support students’ educational, social and emotional, and
spiritual needs.

e Collaborate with the Head of School on curriculum development, integration of Jewish
and General Studies, and faculty hiring and support and evaluate staff.

EXPECTATIONS:

e Applies the latest research and best practices to enhance educational outcomes.
e Engages in continuous professional development to stay current on researched
practices, student needs, and role-specific responsibilities.

This role requires strong leadership, a love of learning and leading, collaboration, and expertise
in Jewish education, curriculum development, and school operations to ensure a thriving
learning environment at Akiva.

QUALIFICATIONS:

e Undergraduate degree in education or related field required
e MA in education or related field preferred
e Experience in school leadership preferred

SALARY: $90,000

We are looking for someone with a passion for what they do and a commitment to strong
communication with teachers, students, and parents.

To apply for this exciting position please send a cover letter and resume to our search
consultant at Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools, Amy Wasser amyw@prizmah.org.



mailto:amyw@prizmah.org

77mwxa? o'xan onMNa
WELCOME TO NASHVILLE!

Welcome to Nashville, Tennessee—one of the most vibrant and sought-after
destinations in the United States! Known as the heart of the South, Nashville attracts
over 100 new residents daily, drawn by its thriving business environment, iconic music
scene, and the warmth of its welcoming neighborhoods, including our close-knit Jewish
community.

Here, you'll find a rich and diverse tapestry of Jewish life. Our community is anchored
by an Orthodox shul, a Conservative synagogue, two Reform temples, and an
exceptional network of Jewish schools serving students from preschool through high
school. Nashville also boasts an array of kosher dining options and easy access to fresh
kosher meat, chicken, and groceries at several local stores.

Beyond its strong sense of community, Nashville offers boundless opportunities for
professional growth and financial advantages, including no state income tax. Major
employers like Bridgestone, Nissan, and Vanderbilt University call the city home, and its
flourishing economy makes it a hub for innovation and entrepreneurship.

Discover the natural beauty of Tennessee’s state parks, immerse yourself in its rich
history, or enjoy the many cultural and recreational attractions that make Music City
unique.

Come and experience the magic of the Nashville Jewish community—a place where
Southern hospitality blends seamlessly with Jewish tradition, and where every day
brings a new reason to call this dynamic city home.




