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Our Mission

The Brandeis School of San Francisco 
inspires students to lead lives of 
learning and purpose. We provide a 
challenging academic environment and 
a welcoming, inclusive community, each 
deeply enriched by Jewish thought, 
values and traditions.



Our Values

Kindness - Chesed 
We treat one another and ourselves with empathy 
and compassion. 

Integrity - Ometz Lev 
We act honestly, responsibly, and courageously. 

Service - Tikkun Olam 
We embrace our collective responsibility to help 
repair the world.







“In the frank expression of 
conflicting opinions lies the 

greatest promise of wisdom” 
-Justice Louis Brandeis



“... Brandeis graduates go 
on to be leaders in their 
communities and stewards 
of democracy.”





Encountering Democracy - The Mifgash Project

A K-8 curriculum and educator’s toolkit focused on civic 
engagement and American Jewish history, honoring Justice Louis 
Brandeis, our school’s namesake and the first Jewish member of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Supporting our students at every stage of their Brandeis 
education, as they develop the knowledge base, habits of mind, 
and practices of good citizenship.

Because we firmly believe that a thriving democracy is essential 
to the long-range health of the Jewish community, and all 
minority communities, here and around the world. 



Mifgash Project Strands

1) Encountering Democracy

2) Jewish Contributions to American Democracy, Democratic 

Contributions to American Jewry 

3) Jewish Ethics and Democratic Habits of Mind

4) Reflective Practices in Real Time





Celebrating the 
100th Anniversary 

of the First Bat 
Mitzvah

Middle School Assembly 
March 18, 2022



Now that I have your attention …

We’re here today to 
celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the first Bat 
Mitzvah in the United 
States. Bar Mitzvahs have 
been around since the 13th 
century as a way to 
welcome young men into 
Jewish traditions through 
a formal ceremony. But for 
many hundreds of years, 
girls were excluded.  



Women in the 1920s

In 1922 Judith Kaplan was 12 years old. It was an exciting time to be a 
young girl. Women had just gotten the right to vote and the first woman 
was serving in the United States Senate.

Rebecca Latimer Felton of Georgia



2nd Grade - Democracy in Action

How can we amplify 
student voice and 
choice?



What does a class meeting look like?

■ 30 minutes a week 

■ Discuss problems students bring up 

■ Students propose solutions and debate topic

■ Students vote on a solution to try 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1j-zK6LAX5LJ_j25a0mn8WX-UPTeuH31Z/preview


Immediate thoughts on the connection to our core Jewish values:

Chesed: ____________________________________________________

Ometz Lev:__________________________________________________

Tikkun Olam: ________________________________________________

What is something you are wondering about when you think about this? 

____________________________________________________

Reflective Practices in Real Time: 2022 Elections



Kindergarten - Our Own Stories

“The more deeply 
you are yourself, 
the more deeply 
you can reach 
toward others.” 

- Rabbi David Wolpe



1st Grade - Our Obligations to Others

What does it 
take to build a 
community?



The following oath has been in use since 1884. Both President 
and Vice President use this oath prior to noon. Just before noon, 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor will officiate the swearing in for Vice 
President Kamala Harris. 

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help 
me God.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affirmation_in_law


Teaching Toward an Ethical Democracy

“If we treat democracy and Judaism as irreconcilable 
value systems, there are surely plenty of Jews in the 
world who would choose one over the other. But what 
if, instead, we understood our Judaism as requiring an 
interlacing with our democratic commitments—if we 
refused to accept that a “clash” was inevitable or 
could not be overcome?”

-Yehuda Kurtzer, 
“Liberal Zionism & the Idea of the Idea”


