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Bathea James

Dear Chevre,

I am still feeling the
positive reverberations
from the success of our
January conference. The feedback we
have received so far has been amaz-
ing. To those of you who were there,
I extend my thanks for your partici-
pation; to those of you who were not
able to attend, you were missed.

I am sure you will agree that the an-
nual pilgrimage to the RAVSAK con-
ference substantiates many of the
reasons why stepping out of one’s
daily environment makes profes-
sional development so necessary and
worthwhile. Apart from the learn-
ing of new skills and techniques and
the acquiring of knowledge, noth-
ing beats the networking and sup-
port that our colleagues provide for
us during our time together and af-
terwards. It gives us, as educational
leaders, a few days to recharge our
batteries and become energized and
excited about what we do every day.

Likewise for our students, school
trips provide them with many unique
opportunities to evolve as learners,
as Jews, and as independent think-
ers:

 Leaving the confines of the class-
room, students engage in round-
the-clock, hands-on learning. This
learning comes not only in terms of
subject/content knowledge, but life
skills, decision-making, informa-

tion synthesis, and social/emotional
growth.

* Research has shown that learning
does not take place only in the class-
room, but through real life exposure
and practical application, which
reinforce the many theoretical con-
cepts our modern day students have
to internalize.

e For many students, these unique
class trips are sometimes the only
opportunity they will have to learn
formally through travel. Those of us
who take our students to Israel re-
joice as all they have learned about
Israel comes to life and they see
first hand the relevance and reality
of their many hours of learning He-
brew, Israeli geography and Jewish
history.

e Students who may not flourish in
the classroom setting are given a new
venue in which to demonstrate ex-
cellence. Many a time, students who
are hesitant to speak in class find that
they are eager and able to share in the
less structured setting of a tour.

« Class trips can be excellent motiva-
tors for good student behavior, in-
creased academic achievement and
provide incentives for higher learn-
ing.

< While reinforcing the learning that
has happened in the classroom, the
activities on these trips also encour-
age bonding between student and
teacher, and among the students
themselves.

A large number of RAVSAK schools,
both day schools and high schools,

From the Desk of Bathea
James, RAVSAK President

incorporate a student travel experi-
ence into their curricula. Among the
myriad of places visited by RAVSAK
students, Israel is- appropriately- the
top destination, with students vis-
iting New York, Washington D.C.,
Eastern Europe, and Los Angeles as
well. 1 am sure the RAVSAK office
would be able to provide you with
a list of the schools participating in
school trips if you would like further
information.

In this issue of HaYidion, we inves-
tigate the nature of educational ex-
ploration. The articles delve into the
who, what, where, when and why of
student travel experiences from a
number of perspectives. The central
guestion is not “should we have a
school trip?” but rather, “how do we
make student travel a rich education-
al experience?” | encourage you to be
in touch with the authors of these
columns for more details.

To conclude: “The longest journey you
will ever take is the eighteen inches
from your head to your heart”. Thank
you for all that you do to ensure that
this journey happens every day.

L'Shalom,

Bathea James

Bathea James is the President of
RAVSAK. Bathea can be reached at
bathea@msn.com
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The Forward, America’s most influential
Jewish newspaper.

For more than a century, we’ve been covering the
world of our fathers and mothers.

See what we can do for your children.

The Forward is proud to join with RAVSAK and its network of Jewish com-
munity day schools as a strategic partner.

Teachers, board members, parents: Subscribe to the Forward as members of
the RAVSAK community at a special discount ($39.95 per year, $19.95 for six
months) and get the first four weeks free.

When you read the Forward every week, you’re part of a global Jewish
conversation that crosses oceans and spans centuries — from the Mideast to the
Midwest, from the side streets of Odessa to the front lines of Gaza to the back
row of your own synagogue. Our Arts pages offer the best literary and music
criticism anywhere. Our opinion pages are the Jewish world’s most important
forum for debate, with contributors like Elie Wiesel, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
Natan Sharansky and Kinky Friedman.

High-school and middle-school Social Studies, Jewish History and Toda’ah
teachers: Order the Forward for your students, delivered to the school in bulk
every week, at special bulk rates™.

When you bring the Forward into your classroom, you help your students to
understand their place in a Jewish world that’s changlng around them with
bewildering speed as intermarriage goes up, Gaza settlements come down and
Kabbalah sweeps Hollywood. They’ll learn what the Jewish community is
doing today about war and peace, poverty and the space program. They’ll gain
a window on their world that’s penetrating, challenging and exhilarating.

Only the Forward reports the news your students need to know with the
clarity, directness and fairness they deserve.

Only the Forward brings your world home with the intelligence and
independence you expect in a world-class newspaper.

*BULK STUDENT RATES: CONTACT:
1-5 $19.95 a year each Stephen Soule o
6-19 $15.95 a year each Circulation Dept.
20 or more $12.95 a year each FORWARD

45 East 33rd Sreet

New York, NY 10016

(212) 889-8200, ext. 435.

FORW,
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Dr. Marc N. Kramer

Chevre:

As | am fond of
saying, RAV-
SAK must be
one of the sin-
gle best Jewish
organizations
for which to
work. Each day, the staff
is presented with oppor-
tunities great and small to
contribute to the ongoing
success of the Jewish fu-
ture. Each year we have the
tremendous joy of know-
ing that hundreds of our
students will partake in
school trips to lIsrael and
other destinations — trips
that will serve as watershed
events in their Jewish iden-
tify formation. Of course,
this is second-hand naches
as it is you who organize the
trips and accompany the

children and young teens.

From our perch, we have
identified three critical is-
sues that inform successful
trip planning and imple-
mentation.

At the 2006 RAVSAK Lead-
ership Conference, Joe Sep-
timus challenged us to think
about who the “client” is in
the work we do. When the
topic is Hebrew language,
the client is the student.
When the topic is using the
Hebrew learned in class on
Ben Yehuda Street, the cli-
ent is the parent. Parents
and guardians should be in-
volved from the inception.
Parents of participating
students as well as future
student travelers should be
given real roles and mean-

Travd to lsrad with

B'alﬁ ﬂ@@PNeN‘z

BABAGANEWZ is a classroom magazine
for Grades 4 - 7 that teaches Jewish values.

Every month, Israel comes to life in these pages and online
at www.babaganewz.com. Here students cultivate a sense
of unity and adventure while teachers access lesson plans,
aHebrew article, archived materials about Israel and other
time-saving resources protected by the password “eggplant.”

7' v VIRTUAL TOURS AND SLIDESHOWS

From the Kotel to Kibbutz Hannaton...
from the cool waters of Eilat to the heights
of Masada... BabagaNewz.com provides
moving, panoramic views and information.

v THE WHEEL OF ISRAEL Offers news,
\ history, language, and arts. Find this interactive
\ / element in Baba's Vault under “ Celebrate Isragl.”

www.babaganewz.com
1-800-434-3934

A nonprofit project of the AVI CHAI Foundation and Jewish Family & Life!
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ingful work in service of
goal setting, trip planning,
fund raising, and when ap-
propriate, accompanying
students.

Schools should inquire as to
their experiences as student
travelers as a means of dis-
covering parental concerns
in the context of parental
hopes and dreams. In ad-
dition to asking students
to keep travel logs, schools
might consider asking par-
ents to write about their ex-
perience of watching their
children learn and grow
through travel. Do you re-
member how different you
were after your first trip to
Israel?

Safety and
Security

In our increasingly cha-
otic world, the expression
“safety first” takes on new
meaning. Before asking
about cost, kashrut or itin-
erary, schools simply must
first inquire as to the se-
curity measures taken by
a given tour provider. The
real issues of security must
be drawn from the deep sea
of the imagined issues and
conveyedto parentsand stu-
dents alike. Families need
to know that their children
will be safe; students need
to understand the rationale
for the travel guidelines you
will impose. It is essential
that schools remember that
waivers of liability may not
indemnify you to the degree
you think, and of course, no
waiver has any real mean-
ing if, G-d Forbid, a student
were injured.

Adult-to-student ratios
should be revisited with
groupsoftraveling students.
Our students and classes

| . .

each and collectively have
varying needs and degrees
of maturity and sophistica-
tion. Likewise, the nature
of the travel itself (domes-
tic versus international)
dictates the ratio to some
degree. The balance to be
struck is how best to protect
students while allowing for
the greatest amount of ap-
propriate autonomy.

Cost

Not a semester goes by with-
out at least one call from a
dismayed parent who lacks
the financial capacity to af-
ford a student trip above
and beyond tuition. Like
school itself, travel is costly
and with rare exceptions,
there are few philanthropic
foundations currently in-
terested in supporting 8th
grade trips to Israel.

Schools have come up with a
wide variety of mechanisms
for dealing with travel costs.
One model is to add $250
per year to every year of
tuition prior to the year of
travel, such that students
with school longevity will
have “saved” for the trip.
Some schools have worked
closely with their local Fed-
erations to receive student
subsidies or to subvent the
cost of chaperone travel. In
a number of communities,
families affiliated with lo-
cal synagogues find travel
scholarships are available
through their congrega-
tions. Most schools encour-
age the students themselves
to participate in fund rais-
ing efforts, although these
undertakings tend to be lim-
ited in measurable profit,
especially given the amount
of requisite time and work.

I would suggest three cost-
[continued on page 17]
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Nishtanah?

How is this Passover Haggadah
different from all 3.
other Haggadot? oy

Because it is beautifully illustrated by Mouth
or Foot Painting Atrtists of Israel.

They have shown courage, determination
and perseverance to overcome their pains
and handicaps to produce this very
colorful and unique special edition.

This beautiful Haggadah is approx. 7x10 inches,

comprises 88 full color pages. : h
It can be very frustrating to sit at a beautiful Seder table using E 9‘
different Haggadot. A _ e
Make sure you order enough copies for all your family and friends.| & N
( Don't forget your mother -in-law !!) : @

- F_.:,:

Price: $ 18 including package and postage:
For more information:

|
|

|

: Please contact us as soon as possible

|

|

|

|

|

|
|
|
|
Email: Imickyl@gmail.com :
|
|
|
|

MOUTH OR FOOT

PAINTING ARTISTS LTD ISRAEL
D”YA 7270 IN DO WNN DN

Fax: 00972-3- 9045802 ISRAEL
Payment by checks & credit cards.
l Discount for larger orders
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llisa Cappell

Although an
eighth grade
trip to Israel encompass-
es a few short weeks at
the end of a student’s day
school career, the plan-
ning begins many months
before and the lessons
learned will reverberate
for many years to come.
The foundation begins
with the school culture,
which reflects the strong
ties we are building to the
history, people, and cul-
ture of Israel.

The Curriculum

In Jewish History in sev-

enth grade our students
study the Holocaust and
in eighth grade the focus
is on the history of Israel
leading up to modern day
events. Our goal is to in-
culcate a love of our Jew-
ish homeland, the culture
and the people while at
the same time exploring
the challenges Israel faces.
Students visit Israeli news-
paper websites such as
Haaretz, Maariv, and Yedi-
ot Acharonot and explore
current events in Israel.
We are currently looking
into developing a pen-pal
relationship with a school
in Israel.

Foundation for the
Future: The Eighth Grade

Israel Experience

As part of the application
process all students write
an essay about why they
want to go to Israel, what
they hope to learn, see and
experience. The parents
write an essay about why
they are sending their child
and what they hope their
child will gain from the ex-
perience.

The Trip

Throughout the two-week
journey in lsrael, students
keep ajournal with sections
on history, roots, friend-
ships, and reflections. Stu-

dents receive a rubric for
how they will be graded
on their journals and they
are required to write eve-
ryday. Faculty members
on the trip monitor journal
entries. Students use free
time in the evening and
on the bus to write their
reflections and once they
are back in school students
use their journals, photos
and other mementos as
a springboard for future
written assignments.

Each day in Israel, stu-
dents are given a focus
guestion or an assignment.
For example, on a visit to

CAIE

AJE

Conference for Early Childhood and Day School Educators
g lune 25-28,2006 St.John’s University, Queens, New York

Teaching the

Whole Jewish Child

Seeking to develop each student intellectually,
emotionally, spiritually, physically and artistically
s0 each is prepared and motivated to become an
active participant within the Jewish community

and beyond.

llustrated by focusing on teaching in three areas:

Tefillah, Torah

and Exceptionalities

520 Eighth Ave., North Tower, Floor 2, New York, NY 10018  www.caje.org

212-268-4210
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the Israel Museum stu-
dents were told to choose
an object that was mean-
ingful for them. Students
had to sketch the object,
write a brief description
and explain the meaning of
the object. When they re-
turned to school, students
used their notes to write an
essay for their Language
Arts class.

In Israel, our students
commit themselves to a
community service project
with their peers in their
sister city in Israel, Kiryat
Malachi. Through the pro-
gram Partnership 2000
(P2K) founded in 1994 by
the Jewish Agency, United
Jewish Communities, and
Keren Hayesod-United Is-
rael Appeal, communities
in Israel are matched up
with sister cities around
the world. Through P2K,
communities have the op-
portunity to connect and
interpersonal relation-
ships develop between the
youth from both countries.
In past years we have spent
Shabbos in Kiryat Mala-
chi and our students have
stayed with host families
who warmly welcomed
them into their homes.
Next year we will plan a
community service project
for all students to partici-
pate in together.

Upon returning from Is-
rael, the eighth graders
host a Q & A session with
the younger students in
the school to talk about the
trip. They highlight their
favorite parts of the trip
and present the student
and parent body with a
PowerPoint presentation of
their experiences. The stu-
dents are required to give
at least one presentation to
the community about their
experience in Israel. Inthe

past students have spoken
at their synagogue over
Shabbos and at a pre-Seli-
chos service. Our students
also have taken a leader-
ship role in the planning of
the Yom Ha'atzmaut pro-
gram in the school.

As we prepared for the trip
to Israel, some people ques-
tioned whether students
were socially and emotion-
ally ready for this trip in
eighth grade. They thought
that perhaps a trip in tenth
grade or senior year of high
school might have a greater
impact. Others felt that two
weeks was not enough time
and that it was a “better in-
vestment” to send kids to
Israel in the summer when
they could stay for a longer
period of time. In my ex-
perience, the eighth grade
trip has been invaluable for
my students, all of whom
go on to attend a pub-
lic high school. In eighth
grade students are on the
cusp of exploring the new
worlds that will open for
them in high school, they
are learning more about
themselves each day and
developing their identity.
Helping students to forge a
strong connection to Israel
in eighth grade increases
the chances that students
will nurture a commit-
ment in the future. When
they are in high school and
their friends are deciding
what to do in the summer
of their sophomore year,
students who have already
had a positive experience in
Israel might be more likely
to seek out another oppor-
tunity to visit their home-
land. While in Israel many
students commented that
they “can’t wait to come
back in high school.”

True growth occurs when
we move slightly out of
our comfort zone and one
student, who was nervous

about going to Israel, wrote
in her journal, “This trip
has really showed me who |
am. | feel that I have grown
a lot during this trip. | have
learned who true friends
really are and how to han-
dle myself in different situ-
ations. It was a wonderful
experience and 1 would
definitely do it again.”

Inhisarticle From T-Shirts
to Peak Experiences:
Teens, the Israel Trip and
Jewish Identity, Samuel C.
Heilman concludes that “it
remains for those who have
sent them [teens] to help
each of them to transform
all this into something that
becomesabsorbed by them,
that leads them to the sure
knowledge that they have
in Israel and among their
fellow Jews found out who
they are and where they
belong” (249). The Israel
Experience does not signal

the end of a day school ca-
reer, but rather the begin-
ning of a lifetime commit-
ment for students to their
Jewish heritage, Israel and
the Jewish community. It
is our job as educators not
only to provide our stu-
dents with the opportunity
to explore their homeland
at this crucial period, but
to ensure the continuity for
these students in the years
to come.

Source: Abiding Challeng-
es: Research Perspectives
in Jewish Education edited
Yisrael Rich and Michael
Rosenak, London and Tel
Aviv: Freund, 1999.

llisaCappellisthe Assistant
Director/Judaics Director
of the ElI Paso Jewish
Academy in El Paso, TX.
Ilisa can be reached at
epjewishacademy@yahoo.com

Jewish Day School Teachers Change the World

DAY SCHOOL LEADERSHIP
THROUGH TEACHING

noT

Change someone’s life...

13-month full-time career

Cohort 5 Applications

www.delet.org

Our most promising DeLeT fellowship candidates
hear about DeLeT from successful and caring

day school leaders like you! Tell potential DeLeT
candidates you know to call Dr. Jane West Walsh for
a free Jewish education career launch consultation
at 847-372-9610 or e-mail us at info@delet.org

refer them to DeLeT’s

launch fellowship for

day school teaching
and leadership!

Now Accepting

Details at
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Chaye Kohl

Five trips as a bus cap-
tain and historian with
The March of the Living have left
their mark: Those trips have pro-
foundly affected my sense of mission
and purpose. | spend my days (and
many nights) dedicated to educat-
ing Jewish children. Caring for the
emotional, intellectual, spiritual and
physical development of the teens in
my school is part of a vow | made to
those Jews who are no longer here.
Each year, after two weeks of being
“on” 24/7, | return from the March
and think: Hitler did not win his war
against the Jews!

Teenagers who attend Jewish day
schools have read novels about the
Holocaust and memoirs written by
survivors. They have viewed feature
films that deal with the horrors of the
Nazi regime and analyzed black and
white footage. They have gazed at
photos taken by the Nazis, by official
photographers of liberating troops,
and by individual members of the
armed forces. Some students have at-
tended assembly programs, listened
to survivors share their stories, or
seen slide presentations. There are
schools where Holocaust education
is integrated into history courses;
other schools offer electives focused
on history and literature of the Holo-
caust. These students seem to know
everything about the Shoah — why
send them on a trip to Poland?

I have heard adults argue: Why
spend the funds supporting Poland?
Why take the students out of classes
at a pivotal time of year? Finals and
Advanced Placement exams are im-
minent (some years AP exams are
happening during The March). My
mantra? Education happens in and
out of the classroom. History, Jew-
ish pride, self-awareness and self-

[8] HaYidion « Ny

discipline can all be learned during
the two week March of the Living
program. This self-contained expe-
rience has a ripple effect that informs
the rest of a participant’s life.

Schooladministratorsare clearly pro-
moting much of the new pedagogical
research on education methodology.
We are training our teachers in Coop-
erative Learning and teaching them
ways to differentiate instruction for
a variety of learners. We urge them
to address emotional intelligence
and celebrate the achievements of all
students. The March of the Living is
a perfect vehicle where all of these
things coalesce.

I eschew soapboxes, but | would
like to share my impressions of The
March of the Living and similar trips
(e.g.: Heritage Seminars; NCSY and
USY Poland/ Israel summer pro-
grams, etc). They are, in my view,
among the most valuable programs
in which we should involve Jewish
young people.

Students who choose to go on The
March of the Living begin a rigorous
process once they receive the applica-
tion. Essay questions and individual
interviews make them consider their
personal connections to the Shoah.
There are pre-sessions where infor-
mation is shared and journals are
written. Students build community
within the group that will travel to
Poland together. They meet Holo-
caust survivors who will travel with
the students back to the places where
they personally grew up and lived
through horrors.

As a bus captain who also organizes
pre-sessions, | realize that the trip
itself provides personal challenges
that help the student learn lessons

L4

by extension. Because of space is-
sues on Polish buses and to expedite
luggage handling, students may only
bring one suitcase and a small back-
pack for the two week trip. They will
be in two climates and are instructed
to pack wisely. Whenever | do the
unit on ghettoization, students are
asked to write in their journals, list-
ing the possessions they would take if
they had a backpack and 15 minutes
before leaving their homes for an un-
known destination. Some students
wryly reflect on how they felt when
they were told they could only bring
one suitcase and a backpack on the
trip, using it as a point of reference
that drove the lesson home.

The food we serve in Poland is kosher
—because itis all flown in from Israel.
No one need go hungry, but it is not
gourmet cuisine. By the third day,
finicky students who have been sub-
sisting on bottled water and granola
bars (“Ooh, the tuna looks funny” “I
want scrambled eggs for breakfast”)
are really hungry and are eating the
triple-wrapped-reheated  schnitzel
for dinner, saying it is the best chick-
en they ever tasted. It helps some of
them understand why prisoners ate
ersatz bread.

Those lessons are the “comic relief”
but the most profound moments are
at mass graves in the Warsaw ceme-
tery, facing the crematoria at Ausch-
witz or walking past the gallows in
the square where prisoners had roll
call. Marvin Mayer, a survivor walk-
ing with a group of students on his
first visit back to Auschwitz, stopped
abruptly and pointed to the gallows.
He told of being forced to watch men
hang. “Their crime?” Marvin in-
toned, “They stole a piece of potato
from the kitchen or did not salute a
Nazi guard in a timely manner.”



The students get to visit places where
Jews lived and where they died.
They sit in the Beit Midrash of Yeshi-
vat Chachmei Lublin, now a medical
college; they make a siyum Mish-
nayot and their singing reverber-
ates. They leave the magnificent
Sandomierz Shul and walk to ’
the square where
Jewish blood lit-
erally “ran in the
streets.”  They {
can see the holes
where Zyklon B gas
pellets were sent into
the gas chambers
and they can an-
swer to kaddish &
at the mound of
ashes, flecked
with bone chips, \
at the mausoleum in Majdanik. ""
Students pray in the Nodzyk
Synagogue and dialogue with
college students from the Univer-
sity of Warsaw who discovered they
were Jewish through the “deathbed
confessions” of their grandparents.
And there is more...

_.-----—n-._-,iI

When they can almost take no more,
the students are on their way to Is-
rael. On Yom Hashoah participants
from all countries, 6,000 strong,

r '\

gather in Aushwitz to walk the 3
kilometers from Aushwitz to the se-
lection platform in Birkenau. They
gather to hear prayers and speeches
given by dignitaries, and to pray
mincha with Rabbi Lau, himself
% asurvivor. On Yom Ha'atzmaut
N they celebrate the independ-
b ence of Israel
with those
same 6,000 (or
more) teens at
the biggest bar-
becue they will
ever attend, host-
~ed by the Israeli
v army.
'

! — They visit
/ places where
! Jewish  Holo-

#  caust survivors came to fight
! for the nascent state. These
teens, many of whom are coming
to Israel for a first visit, some who
have traveled there many times be-
fore, have bent to kiss the ground as
they deplaned (no longer possible in
the new airport). Students who have
been to Israel before always remark:
“This time it's different.”

As teachers we understand that pri-
mary source material, interviews,

and documentaries enhance any les-
son. The March of the Living and
similar programs are the best labo-
ratory in which to teach the lessons
of the Holocaust. During the visit to
Israel, fresh from the hours at Tre-
blinka or Majdanik we can imbue
students with the essence of Jewish
pride in the accomplishments of our
people over the past sixty years. Our
students interact with the past, as
seen through the eyes of their elders.
They bond with each other and with
Jews from around the world, learn-
ing that there are more things that
unite us than divide us.

So, when a parent calls to ask ques-
tions about security issues, price and
the need for a trip to Poland and Is-
rael, I always remark: One and a half
million children perished during the
Holocaust. Mitzad Ha'Chayim; The
March of the Living assures us that
Jewish continuity is an important
part of the agenda of today’s Jewish
community.

Chaye Kohl is the Upper School
Director of Samuel Scheck Hillel
Community Day School in N. Miami
Beach, FL. Chaye can be reached at
kohl@hillel-nmb.net

heroines of the
Passover saga
vie to be chosen
the ultimate
“Passover Idol™.

Make Passover DRAMAtIC

Passover Plays for School Seders or Classroom Activities

THE THIS IS WHY IS STEP THIS
PASSOVER YOUR LIFE THIS NIGHT WAY THROUGH
IDOL MOSES AND DIFFERENT? THE SEDER
Heros and MIRIAM A child, reluctant Each step of the

Moses and Miriam
are honored as
the story of their
lives is retold.

and unhappy about
the upcoming seder,
is taught the essence
of the holiday in
a surprising way.

say it with. ..

Be Happy! Be Playful!
Jewish plays to entertain, teach and enrich

seder becomes a
personality and
teaches the essence
of its contribution.

For more information click on www.sayitwithplays.com or contact

Marci Brumberg at 540-314-1212 or marcibrumberg@cox.net
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Jewish iden-
tity, immigra-
tion, tolerance,
democracy,
and Jewish
history are all
themes that
were explored first-hand
this fall by the eighth grad-
ers at Abraham Joshua
Heschel Day School in
Northridge, California.
On October 30, twenty-
five students of the Class
of 2006 departed on EI Al
Flight 106 for two weeks as
members of Heschel's Tel
Aviv/Los Angeles delega-
tion. Accompanied by five
teachers and three parents,
the next two weeks were
spent making new friends
at the AD Gordon School
in Tel Aviv, learning about
Israeli life both past and
present, and discussing
and exploring issues relat-
ing to Jews in both Israel
and around the world.

The following morning
on Monday, October 31,
thirty-two other members
of Heschel’s eighth grade
boarded a plane to the East
Coast where they spent
the next ten days explor-
ing similar themes in their
own country. The trip con-
sisted of travel to Washing-
ton DC, Philadelphia, and
New York.

InthatHeschel was offering
two study/travel opportu-
nities to the same group of
students, we needed to de-
velop a protocol that would
allow students some say in
which trip they would take
part while allowing the
school the freedom to place
students into an appropri-
ate group that would meet

their needs and capacities.
Students filled out a “letter
of intent” the spring of their
7™ grade year, indicating
which trip would be their
firstchoice. They needed to
craft a short essay explain-
ing what they thought they
would get out of the trip.
Group interviews focused
students on questions of
their learning goals and
their self-assessment of
the capacity to function in
a traveling group, far away
from home. At the same
time, the administration
worked with teachers to as-
sess individual work habits
and student behaviors. We
examined how students
functioned in group ac-
tivities, levels of required
adult intervention, and de-
grees of maturity and inde-
pendence.

The Tel Aviv/Los Angeles
Partnership, a program
of The Jewish Federation,
represents a relationship
between the Jewish com-
munities of two incredible
cities, one in lIsrael and
the other in the Diaspo-
ra. Since 2000, Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel Day
School has been fortunate
to be “twinned” with the
AD Gordon School in Tel
Aviv. The “twinning” re-
lationship includes an an-
nual visit from the Heschel
students to Israel in the
fall and a reciprocal visit
by the Gordon students to
Los Angeles in March. The
exchanges include home
stays with families and a
division of time between
the school and travel to
various sites in Israel and
Los Angeles. This year in
Israel the students par-
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| Eighth Graders Explore the US and Israel

ticipated in joint curricu-
lar projects such as Yom
Gibush, an outdoor bond-
ing day, Project Mitzvah,
a joint seminar on Jewish
identity, and a shabbaton
in Jerusalem. The Heschel
students spent several
days traveling to Massada,
swimming in the Dead
Sea, exploring the beauty
of Galil, the Kinneret, Ti-
berias, and in Jerusalem
spending memorable time
at Yad Vashem and the
Kotel.  Throughout the
two weeks they built life-
long friendships with the
Gordon students as they
shared typical teenage ex-
periences.

The number of students

who can participate in the
partnership exchange is
always limited since “host-
ing” is such an integral
part of the family stays. In
past years Heschel has of-
fered two trips during the
course of the eighth grade.
Depending on the year,
thirteen to thirty-two stu-
dents participated in the
Israel trip in the fall, and
then all the eighth graders
attended the Washington
DC trip in the spring. This
presented a number of
challenges which included
tremendous financial bur-
dens (two trips for some
of the students) as well as
difficulties in maintain-
ing curriculum, staffing,

and continuity. As a result
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our vision was to provide a
meaningful experience for
all the students at the be-
ginning of their final year

at Heschel, building on
prior learning and allow-
ing for continued shared
dialogue relating to com-
mon themes throughout
the school year. We came
up with these two amaz-
ing opportunities that have
many shared experiences
and at the same time offer
a number of differences.

The alternate trip to the
East Coast included the
traditional Washington DC
trip that took the students
to the seat of our govern-
ment. In Washington, the
sites included a Capitol
tour and a meeting with
our Congressman, Brad
Sherman, the Holocaust
Museum, various monu-
ments and the Smithsoni-
an Museums. For Shabbat
we traveled to Philadelphia
where we experienced a
shabbaton at Hillel on the
campus of the University of
Pennsylvania. The Shabbat
experience at Penn allowed
the students flexibility to
attend a minyan of their

choice. We also met with
several Heschel alumni
who are current Penn stu-
dents. They spoke with the
students about their Jew-
ish college experience and
answered many of their
questions. From Philadel-
phia we traveled to New
York once again keeping
in mind our themes of im-
migration, Jewish identity,
and history as we explored
Ellis Island, the Lower
East Side and the Tene-
ment Museum, Borough
Park, the Jewish Museum
and the Museum of Jewish
Heritage. The sights and
sounds of New York were
also highlights of the trip
with a tour of the United
Nations, Ground Zero, the
Empire State Building,
ice skating at Rockefeller
Center, Times Square, and
a Broadway favorite, Fid-
dler on the Roof. Through-
out the trip students stayed
in hotels and were accom-
panied by teachers at all
times.

Notebooks and curricular
materials were prepared
for all the students. Stu-
dents documented their

reflections and emotions
in journals. Assignments
included the taking of pho-
tographs and the collection
of artifacts that were mean-
ingful to each student’s ex-
perience. Upon everyone’s
safe return on November
14 the dialogue began; stu-
dents shared their expe-
riences and analyzed the
similarities and differences
between the cities, culture,
and people. The students
were then challenged to
create, select, and describe
in a single photograph, the
“essence” of their destina-
tion. The inspiration for
this project grew from the
word synecdoche, a figure
of speech in which a part
is made to represent the
whole or vice versa.

The projects of the stu-
dents who participated in
the Tel Aviv/Los Angeles
Partnership delegation to
Israel are currently on dis-
play through March 5 at
The Finegood Gallery in
the Federation Building at
the Bernard Milken Jew-
ish Community Campus in
West Hills, California. The
work of students who went
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dents into our homes to
reciprocate the experience.
Students from both trips
will have the opportunity
to host students and par-
ticipate in partnership ac-
tivities.

A few final notes: This 2-
trip model works in part
because of how we prepare
students, and in part be-
cause of how we prepare
staff and parents. The stu-
dents have input into the
decision-making process,
must study and prepare
in advance, and are re-
quired to bring what they
learn back to school. This
not only heightens student
learning, but increases
our school presence in
the community. Teachers,
both those who travel with
the class and those who
stay back, are engaged in
the planning and re-inte-
gration process to ensure
that the learning of the trip
has meaning before and
after the actual travel. Par-
ents participate not only
as fund raisers, but also as
decision-makers, chaper-
ones, and later, ambassa-
dors from the school to our
larger community, pro-
moting the excellent travel
experience as a benchmark
of the school’s overall com-
mitment to excellence.

Betty Winn in the Head
of School at the Abraham
Joshua Heschel Day School
in Northridge, CA and
a participant in Project
SuLaM. Betty can be
reached at betty winn@
ajhds.com



Jerry D. Isaak-Shapiro

In 2004, it was twenty
very tall eighth graders
from Buenos Aires, who
thought that their south-
ern hemisphere “winter”
jackets could really hold
up against a Midwest-
ern January (they were
wrong)... In 2005, there
were ten lIsraelis, five
from Beit Shean and five from Netan-
yah, who lived with our middle school-
ers’ families, went tobogganing with
their adopted “siblings” and who cried
at the airport until we peeled them
away from their American “parents”.
This year, another ten lIsraeli eighth
graders descended upon our school
and our homes and our classes — and
ever so slightly began to bridge the gap
between the Golah and Israel.

Three years, forty new friends and
hundreds of changed relationships
later, I'm more convinced than ever
that this program — the ORT Lipson
International Student Program — is
worth every headache (there are a few)
and every dollar (more than a few) it
takes. We've tweaked and altered and
modified since our first experiment in
cross-cultural bonding. We discovered
that what we were told about English
language facility was a bit exaggerat-
ed, and we had to rush to find an ESL
teacher. We learned that too many
centralized evening programs were...
too many — and that, oddly enough,
too few were, yes, too few. We gradu-
ally developed a very realistic picture
for our prospective host families about
expectations (in terms of time, schlep-
ping and finances); and we were able
to persuade our faculty that having
six or eight or even ten new students
in class, for five weeks in the middle of
the school year wasn’t that disruptive
to their classes.

We also were reminded about pre-
sumptions — they’re not healthy (and
truth to tell, even more embarrassing
for educators). Argentineans are, as a
rule, far more comfortable than Mid-
westerners about physicality (read:
they hug a lot — parents, adopted
parents, younger siblings). To them,
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Bridging the Gap

Americans were aloof — to the extent
that they wondered if it was something
they did or said. And to our adopting
parents, who opened up their homes
and their lives, they couldn’t figure out
what the problem was. Cultural rela-
tivism was clearly one of the learning
by-products of the program. Since that
first year, we understood that prepar-
ing visitors and adopting families for
the “little” differences was essential.

Another vignette from the first year:
Cleveland is fortunate to have a
shlicha “attached to the schools, and
one of the units we asked her to pre-
pare was a course on Tzahal (the IDF
— Israeli Defense Force). The heart of
the lesson was to understand and ap-
preciate the role of the army in Israel,
as a social equalizer and a step toward
Zionist fulfillment — as much as an
obvious means for security and for
national protection, she added a new
twist, putting our 12- and 13-year olds
through their paces, marching and go-
ing through “basic training.”

The American students got into it—and
the Argentineans ran out of the room.

We ended up doing a semi-impromp-
tu values clarification exercise, with
Argentinean, Israeli and American
students and teachers reacting to
military-related words and images
and concepts. The words with which
the Americans described the military:
power, pride, strength (remember this
is on the heels of going into Baghdad);
the Argentineans came up with fear,
fascist and anti-Semitic. And the Is-
raelis (OK, and some of the rest of us,
silently mouthing the same words):
Jewish identity, Zionism, family,
brother.

All Jews. All reacting to ostensibly the
same images and concepts — yet all re-
acting differently because of our radi-
cally different backgrounds and con-
texts. The Argentineans’ army was an
instrument of an anti-Semitic govern-
ment; Jews were disproportionately
amongst the “disappeared” — and they
legitimately feared anyone in uniform.
American suburban Jews, who toaper-

son didn’t know and would likely never
know someone personally in uniform,
only echoed what they knew from the
then-favorable news accounts. And
Israelis saw uniforms in general, and
Israeli uniforms in particular as some-
thing they see every day — something
very personal. It was a great teaching
moment.

We prepped our teachers and our fam-
ilies and the school itself — it helped,
and of course it didn’t help at all (that
first year). Now, after three years,
families understand what's expected
of them, teachers know that for four
weeks things will be different. The up-
shot? Families keeping in touch with
their adopted son/daughter through
e-mails and phone calls (anyone write
letters anymore?). A couple of face-
to-face meetings “in the middle” (evi-
dently Epcot Center is smack dab in
the middle of Buenos Aries and Cleve-
land). And our eighth grade trip in the
spring now deters to the home city of
our adopted Israeli students — which
partially closes that loop.

Here’s a bonus from the program:
since I came to wintry Ohio, | started
yakking to anyone within earshot of a
program in which our students would
live with Israeli families, developing
even closer ties to the Land and Peo-
ple. | pretty much threw the idea on
the back burner, thinking it'd take a lit-
tle longer to develop the home-grown
core constituency. Two days ago at a
debriefing meeting of host parents, the
idea bubbled up from them, organi-
cally and naturally. We're now talk-
ing about tacking on two weeks prior
to the eighth grade trip, during which
time we’'ll match our students with Is-
raeli counterparts. It might not be for
everyone (it'll take some time to weave
it seamlessly into the culture) —but it’s
absolutely and directly attributable to
the program over the last three years.
Call it a sea change — or a paradigm
shift — or just call it really, really good
stuff. These programs are transforma-
tional.

Lots of time and energy and not a few
dollars are required to make it work.



Initially, it'll demand hours and
focus from Heads and administra-
tive support and chief lay leader-
ship. Forget the payoff in terms
of PR and good will (both of which
are huge and tangible); leave aside
the community relations, partner-
building aspects with other insti-
tutions and the Federation (very
real, very — very — beneficial to
the school). And for the moment,
don’t focus on the implicit state-
ment it makes about your school:
that we take risks, that we can do
something different and exciting.

I'd do it all over again, in a heart-
beat, for the other reasons. We
can talk about Kklal Yisrael until
we're blue in the face — but putting
it into action makes it come alive.
To teach about Israel to middle
schoolers becomes developing a
relationship with Israel — when
an Israeli student their age lives in
their home. On avery human, very
adolescent level, they see that they
wear the same jeans, listen to much
of the same music and have similar
family tree stories — if they go back
far enough. At the same time, they
might see that growing up Jewish
in the free and insular Midwest is
very, very different from what their
new brothers and sisters experi-
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ence in Argentina, where Jews have
a dramatically different public pro-
file. They learn that they both have
a different perspective from that of
their Israeli counterparts.

The details are the easy part. We
happen to benefit from terrific
communal partners in our local
American ORT chapter, and there’s
now a fair amount of wisdom gen-
erated from some of the glorious
mistakes we’ve all made over the
first few years of the program. It
takes extra money and extra time
and extra energy — and the payoff
is in an invigorated school, a pro-
grammatic opportunity second-
to-none and positive community
visibility that no amount of money
could buy.

But the really important partis that
this is a program that absolutely
changes lives and transforms the
Jewish world, one relationship at
atime.

Jerry D. lsaak-Shapiro is the
Head of School at The Agnon
School in Beachwood, OH and
a mentor in Project SulLaM.
Jerry can be reached at isaak-
shapiro@agnon.org

Follow Up from Our

Special-Ed Edition

As a private teacher, | have worked with
numerous children who have a range of
learning challenges. All of them have
successfully learned to read Hebrew.
One of the tools at my fingertips has been
the Sarah and David system for Hebrew
reading; a system designed to make the
process of learning to read Hebrew do-
able for both special needs and main-
stream learners.

What were the features that helped these
students? All the pages of the Sarah and
David reading curriculum are black and
white, feature large print, and have a lim-
ited number of words and lines per page.
Parents are happy to have the Sarah and
David books at home. They enjoy review-
ing the material with their kids. Sud-
denly, Hebrew isn't a chore and itisn't an
assignment. Instead, parents and their
kids are having fun learning together at
home.

Lily Yacobi is a private teacher of Hebrew
and Bar/Bat Mitzvah. She is also co-author
of the Sarah and David Hebrew reading
curriculum. www.sarahdavid.com

The greatest gift you can give
your family and Israel.

An expression of your love
and a celebration of our heritage.

Custom designed trips for families, Bar/Bat Mitzvah

adults, synagogue/community groups,
educational seminars and more.

FM)/OWWMWWW/...

info@melitztravel.com

) or 011-972-2-621-6451

w2 Travel.cor

M;iking History your Stoar
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In addition to serving Jewish community day schools across North America, RAVSAK has a
special category of membership for Jewish and educational organizations, consultants and
companies which share our vision of excellence in Jewish day school education. We encour-
age you to take advantage of our newest Associate Members’ offers and services.

BBYO- B’nai Brith Youth

As the lead- sedndis
ing worldwide l!j
pluralistic .B

Jewish teen

movement, BBYO aspires to offer
more Jewish teens more meaning-
ful Jewish experiences. Open to any
Jewish teen, AZA and BBG chapters
throughout the world are BBYO's
renowned leadership programs with
more than 250,000 living alumni
who are among the most promi-
nent figures in business, politics,
academia, the arts and Jewish com-
munal life. BBYQO'’s unique online
network - b-linked.org - connects
thousands of teens, giving them ac-
cess to a variety of resources to help
them through the college admissions
process, take part in community
service projects, travel the world and
communicate with their peers. Those
who become a part of the BBYO
community enter a lifelong net-
work of friends, enriched by Jewish
values, with a common commitment
to strengthening the Jewish com-
munity.

Contact Information:
www.bbyo.org

2020 K Street NW, 7th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone: 202-857-6651

Fax: 202-857-6568

E-mail: astrunk@bbyo.org

Israel Phones/GCellular
Israel IsraelPhones

the largest cellular
PHONES .

rental company
g Israel. Israel-

Phones has offices
in the U.S., Israel, Canada, UK, South
Africa and Australia. These offices
can all be reached via local toll-free
customer service lines. IsraelPhones
customers include all of the day-
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school programs that feed in to AMI-
IE, Ramah, USY and many more. Is-
raelPhones also exclusively supplies
most of the 10-month and summer
programs throughout the country in-
cluding Young Judea, Habonim Dror,
Project Otzma, Nativ, NFTY and the
University Overseas Programs. In
addition, we also have a division that
rents cellular phones for trips to Eu-
rope and the rest of the world.

Schools that work with IsraelPhones
and EuropePhones are provided with:
Phones for their staff to use while es-
corting the group, the ability to send
a text message to the entire program
from any computer or Israeli cellular
phone, online access to IsraelPhones
database to view real-time list of stu-
dent’s cellular numbers, a dedicated
service representative and door-to-
door service for all staff and student
needs, during and after the program.

Contact Information:
www.gcellular.com

123 Grove Avenue, Suite 101
Cedarhurst, NY 11516

Phone: 866-244-8949.

Fax: 516-569-6200

E-mail: info@israelphones.com

The National Board for
Professional Teaching
Standards
The National Board @,‘

for Professional ¥ 4~
Teaching Standards STANDARDS
(NBPTS) has certi-

fied over 47,500 teachers who have
met rigorous standards for accom-
plished teaching. A teacher who un-
dertakes this certification process
receives superior professional devel-
opment and much-deserved recog-
nition as an accomplished teacher.

Most importantly, National Board

Certified Teachers(r) (NBCTs(r))
have a positive impact on student
achievement. Research shows that
students of NBCTs outperformed
students of non-NBCTs on the Stan-
ford-9 Achievement Test, with learn-
ing gains equivalent on average to
spending more than an extra month
in school each year. For more infor-
mation, visit NBPTS online at www.
nbpts.org.

Contact Information:
www.nbpts.org

1525 Wilson Blvd., Suite 500
Arlington, VA 20194

Phone: 703-465-2700

Fax: 703-465-2715

E-mail: jwolpe@nbpts.org

Silberberg Associates Inc. hasbeenthe
preferred professional financial serv-
ice address nationally for the Jewish
communal worker for forty-five years.
Brian and Irving Silberberg are na-
tionally recognized leaders in the cus-
tomized design, implementation and
administration of retirement plans
for Jewish communal schools and
their employees.

Contact Information:
www.jcsabenefitplans.com
10311 NW 49Ct.

Coral Springs, FL 33076

Phone: 800-597-9245
Fax: 954-255-7869
Email: bsilberber@aol.com

Young Judaea

Young Judaea is the Zionist youth
movement of Hadassah. Founded
in 1909, Young Judaea serves to
enhance Jewish identity and Zion-
ist commitment among American

[continued on page 17]



Thank you.

RAVSAK salutes the following companies whose kind donations enhanced this year’s confer-
ence and gave participants some great tools and treats to bring back to their schools.

1-888-MY1-WINE
575 Chestnut Street
Cedarhurst, NY 11516
www.abarbanel.com

A-Zara Mart

IsraelPhones/GCellular
1-866-8-ISRAEL

123 Grove Avenue, Suite 101
Cedarhurst, NY 11516
www.israelphones.com

Israel Shop

972-522-653.263

P.O. Box 5039,

Rishon Lezion 75105, Israel
WWW.a-zara.com

Challah Connection
866-CHALLAH

37 Franklin Street, Suite 201
Westport, CT 06880
www.challahconnection.com

kin's Special :
1-888-ALMOND5

255 Route 12 #627

Groton, CT 06340
www.awesomealmonds.com

Equal Exchange Interfaith
Program

866-4-SHOFAR

POB 68085

Jerusalem 91681, Israel
www.israelshop.com

1-800-JB-BEANS
One Jelly Belly Lane
Fairfield, CA 94533
www.jellybelly.com

Jerusalem Gourmet
516-535-0779

300 Garden City Plaza, Suite
246

Garden City, NY 11530
www.jerusalemgourmet.com

JTA

Mister Snacks, Inc
716-691-1500

500 Creekside Drive
Ambherst, NY 14228
www.mistersnacks.com

800-777-1005

4115 Wisconsin Avenue NW
Suite 102

Washington, DC 20016
www.momentmag.com

Sh’ma Journal

c/o Jewish Family & Life!

P.O. Box 9129 * 90 Oak Street
Newton Upper Falls, MA 02464
www.shma.com

Singer Siddur
440-725-2354

11781 East Hill Drive
Chesterland, OH 44026
www.singersiddur.com

Starbucks

Fair Trade Coffee & Teas
774-776-7366

50 United Drive

West Bridgewater, MA 02379
www.equalexchange.com

4lmprint
888-298-8190

101 Commerce Street
Oshkosh, WI 54901
www.4imprint.com

1-800-477-5257

6 Hatzvi St.

Jerusalem, 94386, Israel
www.gefenpublishing.com

Holon Foods
718-336-7758

527 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11223
www.holonfoods.com

212-643-1890

330 Seventh Avenue, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10001
www.jta.org

718-336-8544

P.O. Box 204

Brooklyn, NY 11234
www.kashrusmagazine.com

866-9-KDAVID

379 Amherst Street # 236
Nashua, NH 03063
www.kingdavidcoffee.com

LILITH Magazine
212-757-0818

250 West 57th Street,
Suite 2432

New York, NY 10107-0172
www.lilith.org

www.starbucks.com

The Forward

45 East 33rd Street,
New York, NY 10016
www.forward.com

The Great Books Foundation
1-800-222-5870

35 East Wacker Drive, Suite
2300

Chicago, IL 60601-2298
www.greatbooks.org

JTorah Aura Productions
1-800-BE-TORAH

4423 Fruitland Avenue

Los Angeles CA, 90058
www.torahaura.com

Thank you.
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There is still time to participate in the Yardstick’s second
round of data collection. By registering and submitting
2004-2005 data now and 2005-2006 school year data
next fall, you will receive next winter a confidential multi-
year school report that describes your school’s perform-
ance over a two year period.

Day School

Peer Yardstick

Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education with Measuring Success, Inc.

The Day School Peer Yardstick is a tool for the day school
field that enables schools to track data and benchmark
their performance in areas that have been quantified as
indicators of enrollment growth.

For more information and to register, contact Colin Cod-
ner at colin@peje.org or 617-367-0001, ext. 132.

ities of :

A Community of Practice (CoP) is a group of professionals
who share a concern or set of problems and systematical-
ly share knowledge and expertise about how to improve
their practice, and the practice of their organization, by
interacting on an ongoing basis.

At PEJE, Communities of Practice are ways for individu-

; Hin § lence sh Education

als in the day school field to stay connected and access
expertise through conference calls and listservs. At the
PEJE Assembly for Jewish Day School Education in
March, members of the current CoPs had a chance to
meet in person. PEJE Staff serve as facilitators for the
following CoPs—please contact them to join!

Admission Professionals -

Rebecca Egolf rebecca@peje.org

Lay Leaders -

Mollie Aczel mgacz@aol.com

Financial Managers & Treasurers - Stephane Acel
stephane@peje.org

Development Professionals representing MATCH
schools - Sheila Alexander sheila@peje.org

PEJE Publications

Looking for new ideas to help grow your enrollment? Be
sure to review PEJE’s latest volume in the Noteworthy
Practices series, Trends in Growing Enrollment. The
publication—available for free download at www.peje.
org-contains noteworthy practices from schools that are
achieving success in recruitment, retention, and admis-
sion. You'll learn more about projects like Akiba Hebrew
Academy’s “First Tuesday” open houses, the N.E. Miles
Jewish Day School’s Preschool Story Time, Minneapolis
Jewish Day School’s Taste of Kindergarten, and Austin
Jewish Academy’s Magical Middle School Mystery Tour,
among others.

Watch for the next volume of Noteworthy Practices, which
focuses on how Jewish day schools are meeting the needs
of diverse learners. Publication coming this spring.

Correction:
For those of you
who received a bul-
letin at the RAV-
SAK conference,
please make note
that the Facing His-
tory and Ourselves
“Teaching the Hol-
ocaust in a Jewish
Setting” informa-
tion is inaccurate.
The dates are July
16-21,2006 and it
will take place at
Hebrew College in
Newton, MA.

The Finest

from

Micro-roasted
to Order.

XS

KOSHER
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Specialty Coffees

Around The World

2-King David

2&. COFFEE ROASTERSRe
www.kingdavidcoffee.com

e-maIL: kingdavidcoffee@mac.com
TOLL-FREE 1-866-9KDAVID (1-866-953-2843)

Fundraising!
Double your money!
Contact us for details.




[continued from page 14]

Jewish youth. For more than 95 years, Young Judaea has
challenged, stimulated and excited Jewish youth with im-
aginative peer-led, staff-supervised
programs while helping its members
create a personal relationship with Is-
rael - its land and its people. Through
year-round activities, camps, conven-
tions, Israel programs and univer-
sity campus events YJ builds the leaders and thinkers
of tomorrow by balancing learning, laughter and fun!
Young Judaea reaches out to Jewish youth across all
streams of Judaism. As a Zionist youth movement our kids
capitalize on opportunities to show their support for Israel
and other Jewish and world causes. Social action is a major
part of Young Judaea and teaches our kids the importance
of “tikkun olam” - You and I shall change the world.

Contact Information:
www.youngjudaea.org

50 West 58th Street

New York, NY 10019

Phone: 212-303-8014

Fax: 212-303-4572

Email: dcardonick@youngjudaea.org

Continued support to our schools again this year is:

The Senior Educators Program of the

Melton Centre for Jewish Education

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus, 91905 Israel
Tel: +972 2 5882033/4

Fax: +972 2 5322211

E mail: sep@mscc.huji.ac.il

Web Site: http://sep.huji.ac.il

[continued from page 4]
related issues not be overlooked: When possible, trip fees
should be structured such that each student is charged
slightly more than the actual per-person cost, creating from
those who can afford the trip a subsidy for those for whom
the cost is a significant burden.  Attempt to reduce costs
related to lodging through home hospitality (camping can
be as — if not more- expensive than a tourist class hotel).
Finally, be forthright with prospective tour providers about
what your families can afford and do not hesitate to negoti-
ate with them prior to signing a contract.
All of the critical issues are served well with clear education-
al goals, confident, consistent communications, and effec-
tive planning. Keep in mind the words of the Congressional
Record from March of 2003: “Student travel is a vital com-
ponent of the educational process and should be encouraged
so that Americans, young and old, can participate in travel,
the perfect freedom.”

Nesiyah tovah (travel well).

CHAG SAMEI-ACH

from URJ Press & Transcontinental
Music Publications

PASSAGE TO PESACH:

Preparing for Passover
Through Text and Tradition

Of all the Jewish holidays, Pesach
ranks among the most popular—but
there is more to it than matzah! This
unique book encourages an enriched,
text-based understanding of why we
do what we do.

Preparing

for Passover
[hrough Text
and [radition

[rances \jeinman Sehwartz

Pesach is a holiday that helps define Jews
as individuals as well as a people. This book will help you discover
your own place in the rich Pesach tradition by reflecting on the
countless memories and applications afforded by Jewish custom.

For individual reading or group study.

(Online Discussion Guide available at www.urjpress.com)

21 Celebrate | Here Come
Passover | the Purim
\ /O (CD) Players!
?‘ﬁ? ‘gﬁ? { A modern Alively
AR take on the retelling of the

story of Passover, as composed by ~ 8 story of Purim

some of contemporary Jewish that is sure to have parents and

music's most beloved artists.
Wonderful for during the seder.

Hear the new song of Passover!

children laughing with joy. For
ages 0-9.

v g

Transcontimental
URJ Press Music Publiations

UNON £
Ve

UR]J Press/Transcontinental Music Publications A Division of the Union for Reform Judaism
633 Third Avenue ® New York, NY 10017 212.650.4120 ¢ 888.489.8242 ¢ Fax: 212.650.4119

press@uj.org * tmp@urj.org * www.UR]Press.com ¢ www. TranscontinentalMusic.c
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Commir 10 AccompLIsHED TEACHING...

National Board Certification® is the highest credential a teacher
can receive and is a professional development program unlike any other
available to teachers.

To learn more about the benefits of becoming a “National Board Cerification®
National Board Certified Teacher, please contact: truly changed me as an
. . educator. The process forced
Judy Wolpe, Regional Director me to stop, reflect and examine
Tel: (703) 4652178 how my practice affects my
E-mail: jwolpe@nbpfs.org students. Becoming a National
Board Certified Teacher®

f/’( 1525 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 500 confirmed for me that | meet
p

vt ringlon, VA 22209 a high standard. It's like an

TEACHING Toll Free: 1-800-22TEACH individual professional
www.nbpts.org development plan.”

Artlicensed from the Clip Art Gallery

—Heather Johnson, NBCT
South Brunswick Township

Become 4 Natronar Boarn Cermiriep TeAcHER®!

\'/ ALEXANDER
\/\/luss INSTITUTE
ISRAEL EDUCATION

Where Israel is your living classroom

Day School Partnership Programs
Providing 10 day to 19 week Customized Israel Experiences
For 8™ through 12™ grades

Over 33 years of successful Israel experiential study and travel for teens
Programs tailored to fit YOUR school’s unique vision and mission

Educators who can meet the academic and spiritual needs of your students

A unique campus atmosphere at the Mosenson Youth Village in Hod Hasharon
Exceeding the standard for safety and security

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and High Schools

We lead in training Israel Educators in your community and in Israel

Let us work together to help your students and educators forge a personal
relationship with the land, people, and history of Israel

To learn more about our Day School Partnerships contact:
THE ALEXANDER MUSS Karen Sobel
h]ﬁh ChOO]_, The Alexander Muss Institute for Israel Education
SRAEL Day School Division Coordinator
Rt 800.327.5980 ext. 216
ksobel@amiie.org
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This year RAVSAK embarked on its first Annual Campaign. We are
pleased to report that to date, we have reached 75% of our total goal and
with your support we are confident that we will see 100%. Although we
have yet to realize our entire financial goal, we have achieved two oth-
er important goals — 100% participation of the Executive Committee

and 100% participation of the RAVSAK staff. We look forward to have
100% support from our entire membership.

ngvg?;a{gilzi:g . t?ank the following individuals
ons for their contribyti
RAVSAK Annual Campaign: ributions to the

Anonymous (5)
Jonna and B

Ag(r;l;i;n Joshua Heschel Gaberman e kjynn and Arie Raviv
Cantor Beth Garden MZ?lrg ;lr?]ge,\%mh

C .
Ma?;n'grrl]l;r;lty School Tamira and Dean Goldfein Shal
Shoshi Bi Gabriela and Peter Gottlj b ool
> i Bilavsky Dr. Joan Gusinow, ie Adam Shaw
Dr. Lee Binder _ Helen Hightower Lynne Shefsky
”_Omthy and David Bobman Bathea and Sam 3 Lm_da Stacy and Harry
Isa and Dr. Ezra Cappell Howard Kapla e Sy
Ai)bby and Cory Chargo Don Kent P Karla and Neil Smith
Damela and David Clark Ellyce and Gil Kimmel Dr. Jack Sparks
Dr. Barbara and Leslie Debbie Kornberg " Tert Albert and P
nfﬁzi T Jennifer Kramer Om??;an y
0 inger Dr. Ma . avid Weisber
510,000 Jar};;t Siheer and Gerry Miles choﬁramer and family iusan and Neil Weintrob >
00 garten Viraini ) rnee R. and Walter A.
%9, 0 Dawgl Elovitz Avigﬂzsgs:r? -RyR Winshall
$8,0 Robin and Jonathan Elinor and Char| i pesley and Bruce Zafran
Feldman es Miller Lea and Ariel
37 ,00() Judy and James Miller Dorit and O? Z;Itz_man
Mira and David pi er Zmiri
S6,000 avid Pilosof
5,000
44,000 .
63,000 If you have yet to make a gift to
62 000 RAVSAK’s Annual Campaign, please
’ do so today by sending your check to:

’ RAVSAK Annual Campaign
315 West 99th Street, Suite 8-B

7 LLOLVL New York, NY 10025
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 Join us for RAVSAK's

nu

al

(onference

Los Angeles, (A
January 14-17, 2007

The 2007 RAVSAK Annual Leadership Conference, Co-Starring NAAJHS and PARDeS - SAVE THE DATE

RAVSAK

The Jewish Community Day School Network
315 West 99th Street, Suite 8-B

New York, NY 10025-5407
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